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U.S. President Joe Biden’s attempts to revive the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA),
better known as the Iran nuclear deal, have not seen any breakthrough with both sides waiting
for the other to blink. The Biden administration says it would return to the deal if Iran starts
complying with its terms. Tehran, on the other side, asks the U.S., which unilaterally quit the
deal under the Donald Trump administration in May 2018, to return to the agreement first and lift
sanctions on Iran. The EU’s efforts to organise direct U.S.-Iran talks were also unsuccessful as
Tehran reportedly rejected the offer. Iran has also accelerated its nuclear programme. This
game of chicken continues as the clock is ticking. Iran will elect a new President in June.
Hassan Rouhani, who bet his presidency on the deal — only to be repudiated by Mr. Trump —
cannot stand in a third consecutive election. There is no guarantee that a moderate like Mr.
Rouhani would be elected this time. And it is not a secret that there is considerable opposition
among the hardliners, a powerful constituency, towards any kind of engagement with the U.S.
Mr. Biden’s best bet is to get the nuclear agreement back on track before Mr. Rouhani leaves
office.

To be sure, Mr. Biden has moved with a sense of urgency after assuming power. He appointed
a special envoy for Iran, showed signs of rebalancing ties with Saudi Arabia, and sent clear
signals to Tehran about America’s desire to get back to the deal. But these actions do not seem
to be enough to rebuild the trust after the acrimonious Trump years. Some of Iran’s concerns are
genuine. After the September 11, 2001 terrorist attack, Iran had cooperated with the U.S. in the
war against the Taliban. But once the Taliban were driven out of power, the Bush administration
branded Iran as part of an “Axis of Evil” along with Irag and North Korea. As President Barack
Obama offered diplomacy, the Iranians grabbed the opportunity, leading to the signing of the
JCPOA in 2015. And Iran was fully compliant with the agreement when Mr. Trump pulled the
U.S. out of it. So Iran would seek some consistency in U.S. policy. But Iran is also in a tough
spot. Hit by sanctions and a devastating COVID-19 outbreak, its economy is bleeding. It had
violently cracked down on protests in 2019-20, the embers of which are still burning. Its regional
operations took a hit after Qasem Soleimani was assassinated by the U.S. in January 2020. Its
assets in Syria are under repeated air strikes by Israel. Last week, the U.S. had also bombed
pro-lranian militants in Syria. Both sides are under pressure. Both sides need the deal — the
U.S. wants to scuttle Iran’s nuclear programme and Iran wants relief from sanctions. They
should stick to the diplomatic path for a breakthrough.
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Dear reader,

We have been keeping you up-to-date with information on the developments in India and the
world that have a bearing on our health and wellbeing, our lives and livelihoods, during these
difficult times. To enable wide dissemination of news that is in public interest, we have increased
the number of articles that can be read free, and extended free trial periods. However, we have
a request for those who can afford to subscribe: please do. As we fight disinformation and
misinformation, and keep apace with the happenings, we need to commit greater resources to
news gathering operations. We promise to deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested
interest and political propaganda.

Dear subscriber,

Thank you!

Your support for our journalism is invaluable. It's a support for truth and fairness in journalism. It
has helped us keep apace with events and happenings.

The Hindu has always stood for journalism that is in the public interest. At this difficult time, it
becomes even more important that we have access to information that has a bearing on our
health and well-being, our lives, and livelihoods. As a subscriber, you are not only a beneficiary
of our work but also its enabler.

We also reiterate here the promise that our team of reporters, copy editors, fact-checkers,
designers, and photographers will deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested interest
and political propaganda.

Suresh Nambath
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