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By holding that a suit filed by five women to offer worship to Hindu deities at the Gyanvapi
Mosque in Varanasi was maintainable, the Allahabad High Court has possibly legitimised a
clever attempt to question its status. In an order that upholds a district court verdict to the same
effect, Justice J.J. Munir has ruled that the suit is limited in scope to enforcing the plaintiffs’ right
to worship Hindu deities and that it is not an attempt to convert the mosque into a temple. As a
result, he has held that the suit is not barred by the Places of Worship (Special Provisions) Act,
1991, a law that froze the status of places of worship as they stood on August 15, 1947. In the
process, the court has rejected the objections by the Committee of Management of the Anjuman
Intezamia Masjid, Varanasi, that the suit is barred by the 1991 law, as well as the Uttar Pradesh
Wakf Act, 1995, and the U.P. Sri Kashi Vishwanath Temple Act, 1983. Given the fact that Hindu
revanchism has been quite active in claiming that several places of worship of Muslims had
been constructed on the ruins of Hindu temples after their demolishment, it is a matter of
concern that the judiciary has endorsed the use of legal means to lay the foundation to building
a possible future claim on the Gyanvapi Mosque.

The court is right in noting that while deciding a motion to reject a civil suit at the threshold, it has
to limit itself to the assertions made in the plaint. The plaintiffs have claimed that Hindu deities
were being worshipped at the mosque precincts before and after August 15, 1947. In particular,
they have claimed that daily worship of Hindu deities was going on at Gyanvapi till 1990, after
which it was suspended at the peak of the movement against the Babri Masjid in Ayodhya. After
1993, it was limited to a single day every year. A relevant question is whether it is merely a suit
to assert a right to worship, or if it is part of a larger design. The court has rejected the objection
that the suit is an instance of ‘clever drafting’ to cover up an attempt to change the mosque’s
status. However, it should be noted that the plaintiffs also question whether the mosque was
built on Wakf property, and assert that property vested in the deity would remain with the deity
even if the structure was destroyed. It will be truly unfortunate if the customary right of worship is
allowed to lead to incremental or creeping changes to the mosque’s status.

COMMents

SHARE

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/gyanvapi-shringar-gauri-issue/article66916222.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/gyanvapi-case-varanasi-court-to-hear-plea-seeking-worship-of-shivling-in-mosque-complex/article66148806.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/what-does-the-places-of-worship-act-protect/article61615043.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/what-does-the-places-of-worship-act-protect/article61615043.ece


cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

judiciary (system of justice) / religion and belief / Varanasi / Uttar Pradesh / Ayodhya

BACK TO TOP

Comments have to be in English, and in full sentences. They cannot be abusive or personal.
Please abide by our community guidelines for posting your comments.

We have migrated to a new commenting platform. If you are already a registered user of The
Hindu and logged in, you may continue to engage with our articles. If you do not have an
account please register and login to post comments. Users can access their older comments by
logging into their accounts on Vuukle.

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

https://www.thehindu.com/tag/623-600/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/623-600/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/1432/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/1432/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/227-217-81/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/227-217-81/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/217-81/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/217-81/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/221-217-81/
/termsofuse/
/termsofuse/

