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COLOMBIA HAS THE WORLD'S LARGEST VARIETY OF
BUTTERFLY SPECIES: STUDY

Relevant for: Environment | Topic: Biodiversity, Ecology, and Wildlife Related Issues

Monarch butterfly feeding on a Duranta flower   | Photo Credit: AP

Colombia is home to the world's largest variety of butterflies, approximately 20% of all known
species, according to a study published Tuesday by the Natural History Museum in London.

An international team of scientists cataloged 3,642 species and 2,085 subspecies, registering
them in a document titled "Checklist of Colombian Butterflies."

More than 200 butterfly species are found only in Colombia, said Blanca Huertas, the senior
butterfly collection curator at the Natural History Museum in London, who was part of the
research team.

Project researchers traveled widely in Colombia, analyzed more than 350,000 photographs, and
studied information collected since the late 18th century, the museum said.

"Colombia is a country with a great diversity of natural habitats, a complex and heterogeneous
geography and a privileged location in the extreme northeast of South America," the report
reads. "These factors, added to the delicate public order in the last century in certain regions,
has limited until now, the advancement of field exploration."

Colombia has endured more than half a century of armed conflict, with some areas controlled by
leftist guerrillas, right-wing paramilitary groups or drug lords, and with little government
presence.

Protecting butterflies in Colombia will also help protect its forests as well as other, less likeable
species, Huertas said.

Between 2000 and 2019 Colombia lost nearly 2.8 million hectares of forest, equivalent to the
area of Belgium, according to the National Department of Planning.

Our code of editorial values

Please enter a valid email address.

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

https://www.thehindu.com/profile/photographers/AP/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/living-our-values-code-of-editorial-values/article1715043.ece?utm_source=thehindu&utm_medium=article&utm_campaign=values

