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FALL IN E-WASTE GENERATION IN POOR COUNTRIES
SHOWS GROWING DIGITAL DIVIDE

Relevant for: Environment | Topic: Environmental Pollution - Air, Water, Soil & E-waste

The largest reductions were found in Northern Africa, Western Asia, Sub-Saharan Africa, and
Central Asia, that have inadequate e-waste management infrastructure.   | Photo Credit: Reuters

(Subscribe to our Today's Cache newsletter for a quick snapshot of top 5 tech stories. Click here
to subscribe for free.)

Lower consumption of electronic and electrical devices in the first nine months of 2020
(compared to a "business-as-usual" scenario) led to a drop in e-waste generation by 4.9 million
metric tonnes. But low- and middle-income countries reported a 30% fall in e-waste, compared
to just 5% in high-income countries, according to a report by the United Nations University and
the UN Institute for Training and Research titled 'Impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on e-waste -
First three quarters of 2020'.

The inequality in e-waste generation indicates a growing digital divide between rich and poor
countries. "The population in low- and middle-income countries is continuously growing the gap
of having access to modern communication technologies and other electronics, the so-called
digital divide is increasing," the authors noted.

The largest reductions were found in Northern Africa, Western Asia, Sub-Saharan Africa, and
Central Asia, that have inadequate e-waste management infrastructure. While this can be
interpreted as positive, the effect is only temporary and e-waste production in the regions is
likely to grow in the coming years, the authors stated.

Moreover, e-waste in poor countries is managed inappropriately by the informal sector in open
burning and acid baths, which are polluting the environment and depleting valuable resources,
the report noted. The pollution can also cause severe health effects to workers and children who
often live in these sites in some countries.

Also Read | COVID-19 widened educational divide: UNESCO report

Waste generated by heavy equipments like IT and telecommunication equipment was much
lesser than it would have been in a situation without the pandemic, generating only 60 million kg
in the first three quarters. This was driven by low industrial activity during the first few months of
the pandemic.

A contrary trend was observed in the case of gaming consoles, cell phones, electrical ovens,
and laptops, whose consumption increased last year. This fuelled a slight increase in e-waste
generation which was caused only by high-income countries, the report added.

It is desirable the temporary trend of low e-waste generation be used to improve e-waste
management in many parts of the world, the authors suggested.

United Nations University (UNU) is an autonomous component of the UN General Assembly
focusing on global issues of human security development and welfare. The United Nations
Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR) is a training arm of the United Nations with a
mission of developing the individual, institutional, and organisational capacity of countries and
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other United Nations stakeholders.
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“Ever since I was five years old, I’ve dreamed of travelling to space. On July 20th, I will take that
journey with my brother. The greatest adventure, with my best friend,” Bezos wrote in an
Instagram post.

Apple's video and audio chat app, FaceTime, adds the ability to schedule calls with multiple
attendees and making the software compatible with Android and Windows devices.
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