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TIES WITH JAPAN WILL GROW STRONGER, SAYS PM
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Japan

Establishing connect:Prime Minister Narendra Modi greeting the Indian community at a
programme in Kobe on Thursday.PTI  

Prime Minister Narendra Modi said on Thursday that ties between India and Japan had become
stronger from the time the two countries cooperated to make a car to coming together to
manufacture a bullet train.

Addressing the Indian community in this Japanese city, Mr. Modi said Japan had played an
important role in India’s economic development.

Mr. Modi said the bilateral ties are going to become more robust as India aimed to become a $5-
trillion economy in the next five years.

“There was a time when we were collaborating in building cars and today we are collaborating in
building a bullet train,” Mr. Modi said.

Indelible mark

“Today, there is no such part of India where Japan’s projects or investments have not left its
mark. Similarly, talent and manpower of India are contributing to strengthen Japan,” he told the
enthusiastic Indian diaspora who gave a rousing welcome to the Prime Minister.

India is planning to run its first bullet train between Mumbai and Ahmedabad with Japan’s help.

Mr. Modi thanked the Indian diaspora for being part of the world’s largest democratic process,
which saw the participation of 61 crore voters. “When it comes to India’s relationship with the
world, Japan has an important place in it. This relationship is dated back to centuries. There is a
sense of belonging, goodwill and respect for each other’s culture and civilisation,” he said.

“Almost two decades ago, Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee and the then Japanese premier,
Yoshiro Mori, together made our relationship as a global partnership. After becoming Prime
Minister in 2014, I got a chance to strengthen our friendship with my dear friend Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe. This relationship will become stronger in New India,” he said.

Thanking the Indian diaspora for playing a vital role in the recently concluded Indian elections, in
which he was voted back to power with a stronger mandate, the Prime Minister said while
several Indians from Japan worked on the field, many used social media to spread the message
of the democratic process.
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