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54 NATIONS BACK INDIA FOR UNSC SEAT
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: UNO and its various Agencies

No challenges to India’s candidacy are expected with regard to acquiring the support of other
UN members. India will need the vote of two-thirds of the 193 UN General Assembly members
to win a non-permanent seat on the UNSC.

India has already held a non-permanent seat on the UNSC for seven terms: 1950-1951, 1967-
1968, 1972-1973, 1977-1978, 1984-1985, 1991-1992 and 2011-2012. It announced its
candidacy for the 2021-22 seat at the end of 2013, with Afghanistan, a potential contender,
withdrawing its nomination to accommodate India’s candidacy based on the “long-standing,
close and friendly relations” between the two countries, as per what Afghanistan’s UN mission
had said at the time.

India has been keen to hold the seat in 2021-22 to coincide with the 75th anniversary of
Independence in 2022.

It will be hosting the G-20 meeting in New Delhi in that year.

“Quiet diplomacy always works even in places where megaphones are easily available,” Mr.
Akbaruddin said of the support India had received from all countries in the Asia Pacific group,
including Pakistan and China.
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