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31.4% OF INDIAN CHILDREN WILL BE STUNTED BY
2022: REPORT

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Children - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Almost one in three Indian children under five years will still be stunted by 2022 going by current
trends, according to an analysis of the country’s food and nutrition security released on
Tuesday. Over the last decade, child stunting — which is a measure of chronic malnutrition —
has reduced at a rate of about 1% per year, the slowest decline among emerging economies. At
this rate, 31.4% of children will still be stunted by the 2022 deadline. India must double its rate of
progress to reach the target of 25% by that time, says the report.

Analysis of progress

The report, which is a baseline analysis of the country’s progress in achieving the second
Sustainable Development Goal to end hunger, was prepared by the UN World Food Programme
in collaboration with the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation.

Foodgrain yields have risen 33% over the last two decades, but are still only half of 2030 target
yields, says the report. Even so, the Indian farmer is producing more foodgrains than ever
before, making the country self-sufficient in this regard. Unfortunately, the consumer’s access to
rice, wheat and other cereals has not increased at the same rate, due to population growth,
inequality, food wastage and losses, and exports. As a result, the average per capita
consumption of energy among the poorest 30% of the population is 1811 kilo calories, much
lower than the norm of 2155 kilo calories per day. The signs of unequal access are starkest
among children. In States like Bihar (48%) and Uttar Pradesh (46%), almost one in two children
are stunted, while it is only one in five children in Kerala and Goa (20% each). There are high
rates of stunting among children in the poorest wealth quintile (51.4%), Scheduled Tribes
(43.6%) and Scheduled Castes (42.5%), and children born to mothers with no education (51%).

You need to subscribe or sign-up to read Today's Paper articles.

Already a subscriber? Sign in

Already a subscriber? Sign in

Find mobile-friendly version of articles from the day's newspaper in one easy-to-read list.

Enjoy reading our articles without intrusion from advertisements.

A select list of articles that match your interests and tastes.

Move smoothly between articles as our pages load instantly.

A one-stop-shop for seeing the latest updates, and managing your preferences.

We brief you on the latest and most important developments, three times a day.

*Our Digital Subscription plans do not include the e-paper. Our plans enhance your online
reading experience.

https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=todayspaper&utm_medium=tp-national&utm_campaign=tppaywall&#signin
https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=todayspaper&utm_medium=tp-national&utm_campaign=tppaywall&#signin


cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Already a user? Sign In

To know more about Ad free news reading experience and subscription Click Here

or Please whitelist our website on your Adblocker

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=adblocker&utm_medium=signin&utm_campaign=adblocker&#signin
https://subscription.thehindu.com/subscription?utm_source=adblocker&utm_medium=clickhere&utm_campaign=adblocker

