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INDIA TO BE MOST POPULOUS BY 2027: UN
Relevant for: Geography | Topic: Demography of the World - Growth of Population

India is set to overtake China as the most populous country by 2027 and will have almost 1.64
billion inhabitants by 2050, says a United Nations report, adding that South Asia’s opportunity to
reap the “demographic dividend” will peak by 2047.
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Globally, people aged above 65 are the fastest growing age group, putting pressure on social
protection systems as the proportion of the working-age population shrinks.
273 million more
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According to the World Population Prospects 2019 report released on Tuesday, India is
expected to add 273 million people by 2050, which will be the largest national increase in the
world. China, on the other hand, is expected to become smaller, dropping from its current 1.43
billion people to approximately 1.4 billion by 2050.
However, while India may have the highest absolute increase in numbers, its rate of growth is
slowing. The Central and the Southern Asia region, of which India is a part, is expected to see a
25% increase in population between now and 2050.
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The rate of population growth is the highest in sub-Saharan Africa, where the fertility rate stand
at 4.6 births per woman over a lifetime. The region is expected to double its population by midcentury. Nigeria is expected to add 200 million people over the next three decades and overtake
the U.S. to become the third most populous nation.
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Moving from geographical areas to age cohorts, India is still among the countries where the
working-age population (25-64 years) is growing faster than other groups, creating an
opportunity for accelerated economic growth. However, the “demographic dividend” will peak by
2047 in the region, meaning that countries such as India must rush to invest in education and
health, especially for young people, the report says.
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Globally, it’s the post-working-age group that is growing the fastest. By 2050, one in six people
will be above 65, compared with one in 11 people in 2019. In 2018, for the first time in history,
people above 65 outnumbered children under five years of age. By 2050, the number of people
over 80 is expected to triple to 426 million.
This trend has also led to falling proportions of working-age people to support an ageing
population. By 2050, almost 50 countries are expected to have less than two working-age
people to support every person above 65.
Impact of ageing
“These low values underscore the potential impact of population ageing on the labour market
and economic performance as well as the fiscal pressures that many countries will face in the
coming decades as they seek to build and maintain public systems of health care, pensions and
social protection for older persons,” says the report.
Join our online subscriber community
Experience an advertisement-free site with article recommendations tailored for you

Already a user? Sign In
To know more about Ad free news reading experience and subscription Click Here
or Please whitelist our website on your Adblocker
END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

cr

ac
k

IA

S.
co

m

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

