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India, Bangladesh navies to join hands

Bangladesh Naval ship Somudra Avijan in Visakhapatnam on a goodwill visit last year.Special
Arrangement  

India and Bangladesh have agreed to institute a Coordinated Patrol (CORPAT) as an annual
feature between the two navies. The first edition will be inaugurated by Navy Chief Admiral Sunil
Lanba during his visit there from June 24 to 29.

“The commencement of CORPAT is major step towards enhanced operational interaction between
both navies. Naval cooperation between India and Bangladesh has been traditionally strong,
encompassing a wide span which includes operational interactions through port calls, passage
exercises along with capacity building, capability enhancement and training initiatives,” the Navy
said in a statement.

The Navy said the aim of Adm. Lanba’s visit is to “consolidate bilateral defence relations between
India and Bangladesh and to explore new avenues for naval cooperation.”

During his visit, Adm. Lanba will call on Bangladesh President Md Abdul Hamid and Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina and also interact with the three service Chiefs of Bangladesh armed
forces.

Widening cooperation

Over the last few years, the Navy has expanded its assistance to countries in the region through
“material support, training, EEZ (Exclusive Economic Zone) surveillance, provisioning of platforms,
hydrographic assistance, joint exercises and offering slots in professional training courses.”

The Navy regularly conducts CORPATs with Indonesia, Myanmar and Thailand. It also conducts
EEZ surveillance of Maldives, Mauritius and Seychelles on their request.
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