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Reading the Singapore Summit statement: Three principles and one political gesture

My 1-year-old is battling Acute Leukemia. Please help me save my Aadriti 

Only a few other countries have demonised America as much as North Korea. The United States
returned the favour by putting the rulers of the Kim dynasty in the gallery of rouge regimes. In the
course of one morning in Singapore, US President Donald Trump and the North Korean leader
Kim Jong-un have begun to loosen a deeply entrenched and hostile relationship.

Reading the short statement issued after the talks between the two leaders, you would think it did
not take much to do this—just three simple political principles.

The first principle is about building a new relationship between America and North Korea. The
second is about building a stable peace regime in the Korean Peninsula. The third is about ridding
the Korean Peninsula of nuclear weapons.

When you unpack the three principles you will begin to see a rather complex story. The first takes
us back to the Korean War of 1950-53, which saw thousands of American, Korean and Chinese
soldiers die. It also divided the Peninsula and put Washington and Pyongyang on the path of
perennial enmity. Ending the prolonged tensions and building a new relationship between America
and North Korea has inevitably become the first principle for Trump and Kim.

The second refers to a ‘stable peace regime’ in the Peninsula. This is about America guaranteeing
the security of North Korea. If nuclear weapons were in insurance for the Kim family against
regime change, Trump is assuring Kim that he has no intention of dislodging the family from
power.

A stable peace regime also demands reduction of military tensions between US and North Korea.
At his press conference Trump revealed that he is suspending the routine but provocative military
exercises that America conducts in South Korea. He also mused about withdrawing American
troops from the Korean Peninsula over the longer term.

The third refers to denuclearisation. If Kim sees no threat to his survival, why does he need
nuclear weapons? The first two principles quite clearly create the political conditions for nuclear
disarmament in North Korea.

To be sure, there will be many problems when the two sides begin to put flesh on the bones of this
agreement. Trump and Kim know they need a lot mutual trust to realise the goals of this
agreement. That brings us to the political gesture.

Kim promised to recover the remains of thousands of American soldiers captured or missing in
action during the Korean War. This move comes on top of Kim’s earlier confidence-building
measures like suspension of nuclear and missile tests, destruction of nuclear test site, and release
of American political prisoners.

With the three principles and one gesture, Trump and Kim may have begun to move the Korean
Peninsula into uncharted but hopefully calmer waters.

C. Raja Mohan is Director, Institute of South Asian Studies, National University of Singapore.
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