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INDIA GETS A NEW EDUCATION POLICY AFTER 34
YEARS
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New Delhi: The Union Cabinet on Wednesday approved the new National Education Policy
(NEP) that is expected to set the roadmap for the sector keeping in mind present employment
scenario. This policy comes after almost three decades, and post deliberation of almost six
years.

This is the third NEP after policies that came in 1968, and 1986. Though the government
amended the 1986 policy in 1992, it was largely the same.

The new NEP, the details of which is expected to be revealed in the evening, is expected to
change the name of the human resource development ministry to education ministry, promote
multi-disciplinary education, is likely to bring foreign education players to India to operate
independently and lay down rules for a higher education spending by the government.

The draft policy, which was taken to the Cabinet, had also promised more autonomy to higher
educational institution. This will also set the ball rolling for regulatory reforms in the sector, a
long pending demand, which was also a part of the Bharatiya Janata Party’s election manifesto
in 2014.

The draft has suggested solutions for early childhood and primary education. The focus on basic
understanding of language, and mathematics will help in improving the quality. Besides, the new
policy will promote diversity and comprehensive education structure to top universities and
institutions and set up a research fund to promote R&D.

The new policy bats for extension of the right to education (RTE) act to all schools --f rom pre-
school to standard 12 instead of Class 1-8. It redraws the schooling system on a 5+3+3+4
formula instead of the current 10+2 model. Students in the age group of 3-8 years will be part of
the foundation stage, 8-11 age group for preparatory schooling, 11-14 years for middle school
and 14-18 for secondary level.
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