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HOW TO UNDERSTAND STRUCTURAL CHANGE IN
SCHOOL EDUCATION IN NEW EDUCATION POLICY
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The school system will integrate vocation education and internships from Class six onwards so
that students learn new skills

New Delhi: The new National Education Policy Wednesday talked about a structural reform in
the school system from 10+2 model to 5+3+3+4 model. Here is what does it means:

Currently, the pre-school is out of the formal education arrangement and the education delivery
is largely linear from class 1 to 10 and there on for 11 and 12 standards there is streamlining in
the form of arts, commerce and science. Here is how this will change:

*) The restructured school system will have foundational stage -- in two parts that is, three years
of Anganwadi/pre-school + two years in primary school in Grades 1-2. Both together covering
ages 3-8 will have flexible, multilevel, activity-based learning.

*) Preparatory Stage (Grades 3-5, covering ages 8-11) will see introduction of experiential
learning across the sciences, mathematics, arts, social sciences, and humanities.

*) The Middle stage covering Grades 6-8, (ages 11-14) will have a subject-oriented pedagogical
and curricular style.

*) And the Secondary stage (Grades 9-12 in two phases, i.e., 9 and 10 in the first, and 11 and 12
in the second, covering ages 14-18) will have greater depth, greater critical thinking, greater
attention to life aspirations, and greater flexibility and student choice of subjects, and option to
exit at grade 10 and re-enter at a later stage in grade 11, the HRD Ministry said.

*) Each of the four stages of school education, may consider moving towards a semester or any
other system that allows the inclusion of shorter modules.

*) Curriculum content will be “reduced in each subject to its core essentials, and make space for
critical thinking and more holistic, inquiry-based, discovery-based, discussion-based, and
analysis-based learning".

*) Mathematics and computational thinking to be given increased emphasis throughout school
years. Activities involving coding to be introduced in Middle stage.

Besides, the school system will integrate vocation education and internships from Class six
onwards so that students learn new skills. The assessment system will be comprehensive and
shall use artificial intelligence to show the learning outcome, the short comings and what
corrective measures are required.
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