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AUSTRALIA REJECTS CHINA’S SEA CLAIMS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

Contested dots:A Vietnamese-claimed island in South China Sea’s Spratly island group,as seen
from a Philippine Air Force C-130 transport plane, in April 2017.APFrancis Malasig  

Australia has rejected Beijing’s territorial and maritime claims in the South China Sea in a formal
declaration to the UN, aligning itself more closely with Washington in the escalating row.

In a statement filed on Thursday, Australia said there was “no legal basis” to several disputed
Chinese claims in the sea, including those related to the construction of artificial islands on small
shoals and reefs.

“Australia rejects China’s claim to ‘historic rights’ or ‘maritime rights and interests’ as established
in the ‘long course of historical practice’ in the South China Sea,” the declaration read.

“There is no legal basis for China to draw straight baselines connecting the outermost points of
maritime features or ‘island groups’ in the South China Sea, including around the ‘Four Sha’ or
‘continental’ or ‘outlying’ archipelagos.”

Pompeo’s declaration

The declaration comes after U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo declared Beijing’s pursuit of
territory and resources in the South China Sea as illegal, explicitly backing the territorial claims
of Southeast Asian countries against China’s.

Beijing claims almost all of the South China Sea based on a so-called nine-dash line, a vague
delineation from maps dating back to the 1940s.

The latest escalation comes ahead of annual talks between Australia and the U.S., with
Ministers travelling to Washington for the first time since Australian borders were closed due to
the COVID-19 pandemic. The meetings come at a “critical time” and it is essential they are held
face-to-face, Foreign Minister Marise Payne and Defence Minister Linda Reynolds said in a
statement on Saturday.

U.S. relations with China have markedly deteriorated in recent months, especially over trade
disputes, the COVID-19 pandemic and Beijing’s crackdown on dissent in Hong Kong.

Criticism on Hong Kong

Ms. Payne and Ms. Reynolds also penned an article in The Australian newspaper on Saturday,
labelling national security legislation imposed on Hong Kong last month as “sweeping and
vague”.

“We face a public health crisis, economic upheaval and resurgent authoritarian regimes using
coercion in a bid to gain power and influence at the expense of our freedoms and sovereignty,”
they wrote.

Subscribe to The Hindu digital to get unlimited access to Today's paper



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Already have an account ? Sign in

Start your 14 days trial now. Sign Up

Find mobile-friendly version of articles from the day's newspaper in one easy-to-read list.

Enjoy reading as many articles as you wish without any limitations.

A select list of articles that match your interests and tastes.

Move smoothly between articles as our pages load instantly.

A one-stop-shop for seeing the latest updates, and managing your preferences.

We brief you on the latest and most important developments, three times a day.

*Our Digital Subscription plans do not currently include the e-paper ,crossword, iPhone, iPad
mobile applications and print. Our plans enhance your reading experience.

You can support quality journalism by turning off ad blocker or purchase a subscription for
unlimited access to The Hindu.

Sign up for a 30 day free trial.

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=todayspaper&utm_medium=32194284&utm_campaign=tp-international&#signin
https://subscription.thehindu.com/recur_subscription?utm_source=todayspaper&utm_medium=32194284&utm_campaign=tp-international
https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=adblocker&utm_medium=signin&utm_campaign=adblocker

