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GOVT ISSUES NOTICE TO TWITTER AFTER RECENT
HACK TARGETING GLOBAL HIGH-PROFILE USERS

Relevant for: Security Related Matters | Topic: Basics of Cyber Security and related matters

An illustration picture shows the log-on icon for the Twitter website. File   | Photo Credit: Reuters

India’s cybersecurity nodal agency CERT-In has issued a notice to Twitter asking the micro-
blogging platform for full details of the recent global hack targeting high-profile users, as it
sought complete information on number of Indian users affected as well as impact on data, a
source said.

The source privy to the development told PTI that CERT-In has also asked Twitter for
information on number of users from India who have visited the malicious tweets and links, and
whether the affected users have been informed by the platform about unauthorised access to
their Twitter accounts.

The government has also demanded information of vulnerability exploited by attackers and
modus operandi of the attack and sought details of remedial actions taken by Twitter to mitigate
the impact of the hacking incident.

Twitter was not immediately available for comments.

Indian Computer Emergency Response Team (CERT-In) swung into action after reports that
hackers gained access to Twitter’s systems to hack accounts of many global corporate leaders,
politicians, celebrities and businesses.

Cyber attackers had hacked into the Twitter accounts of global high profile users — including
former US President Barack Obama, Democratic presidential front-runner Joe Biden as well as
many corporate leaders including Amazon CEO Jeff Bezos, Microsoft co-founder Bill Gates and
Tesla CEO Elon Musk — on Wednesday in a purported Bitcoin scam.
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*Our Digital Subscription plans do not currently include the e-paper ,crossword, iPhone, iPad
mobile applications and print. Our plans enhance your reading experience.

Dear reader,

We have been keeping you up-to-date with information on the developments in India and the
world that have a bearing on our health and wellbeing, our lives and livelihoods, during these
difficult times. To enable wide dissemination of news that is in public interest, we have increased
the number of articles that can be read free, and extended free trial periods. However, we have
a request for those who can afford to subscribe: please do. As we fight disinformation and
misinformation, and keep apace with the happenings, we need to commit greater resources to
news gathering operations. We promise to deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested
interest and political propaganda.

Dear subscriber,

Thank you!

Your support for our journalism is invaluable. It’s a support for truth and fairness in journalism. It
has helped us keep apace with events and happenings.

The Hindu has always stood for journalism that is in the public interest. At this difficult time, it
becomes even more important that we have access to information that has a bearing on our
health and well-being, our lives, and livelihoods. As a subscriber, you are not only a beneficiary
of our work but also its enabler.

We also reiterate here the promise that our team of reporters, copy editors, fact-checkers,
designers, and photographers will deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested interest
and political propaganda.

Suresh Nambath

Please enter a valid email address.

The photo transfer tool is a part of the Data Transfer Project which started in 2018 among
Facebook, Google, Microsoft and Twitter

Nadella is planning to be in India between February 24 and February 26 and will likely visit New
Delhi, tech hub Bengaluru and the financial capital of Mumbai, two people familiar with the plans
said
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