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INDIA, EU PUSH TRADE TALKS; DISCUSS CHINA, PAK.
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Europe, European Union (EU) and India

“India and the EU are natural partners,” said Mr. Modi in his opening remarks. “Our partnership
is important for global peace and stability, and this reality is clearer given the situation around
the world,” he added. He also referred to shared “universal values” of democracy, pluralism,
inclusivity, respect for international institutions and multilateralism between India and the EU.

In particular, officials said the leaders discussed India’s tensions with China at the Line of Actual
Control, the situation with Iran and concerns over cross-border terrorism from Pakistan.

The EU leadership also raised concerns over the situation in Jammu and Kashmir as well as the
Citizenship Amendment Act.

“Regarding the Citizenship law, you know that in the European Parliament this was an important
topic, and we raised this issue in our talks. I would like to say that we trust Indian institutions. We
understand the Supreme Court will have a role to play to assess this legislation,” said Mr. Michel
at a press briefing after the talks.

“We took a decision with India to continue a dialogue on human rights in order to exchange best
practices and have the best understanding on how to tackle this issue for India and the EU,” he
added.

When asked at the briefing whether the EU valued its strategic ties with India or China more,
Ms. Von der Leyen said ties with both countries were “very different”, although they had a
common interest in tackling climate change, and building trade.

“The difference is indeed that we share with India that we are democracies, and [we are]
committed to defending our values,” said Ms. Von der Leyen, who has visited India in her past
role as German Defence Minister.

The two sides issued a joint political statement, a five-year roadmap for the India-EU strategic
partnership, a civil nuclear research and development cooperation agreement between
EURATOM and the Department of Atomic Energy, a declaration on “resource efficiency and
circular economy” to exchange best practices in range of areas and the renewal of their science
and technology agreement for another five years.

Both sides stressed the importance of bilateral trade, as EU is India’s largest trading partner.
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