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LOST OPPORTUNITY: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON INDIA
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Right from the beginning of its tenure, the government has underlined the geostrategic
importance it attaches to the Chabahar port project. The project, signed in 2003, has been a
symbol of traditionally important India-Iran ties. Connected by sea lanes to ports on India’s west
coast, Chabahar would form the fulcrum of India’s outreach to Russia and Central Asia,
enhancing connectivity, energy supplies and trade. Given that Pakistan had blocked Indian aid
to Afghanistan and all trade over land, Chabahar provided India an alternative to permanently
bypass its troublesome neighbour. As a result, the government fast-tracked plans for the project,
and in 2016, Prime Minister Narendra Modi was in Tehran to sign a trilateral trade and transit
agreement with Iranian President Hassan Rouhani and Afghanistan President Ashraf Ghani.
According to the MoUs, India would be granted a 10-year lease to develop and operate two
terminals and five berths, access to the Chabahar free trade zone, and the opportunity to build
the 628 km rail line from Chabahar to Zahedan, just across the border from Afghanistan. The
government acted quickly to develop Chabahar port facilities, sent exports to Afghanistan in
2018, and has moved over half-a-million tonnes of cargo, including grains and food supplies, for
Afghanistan again, through the port. However, the rail line has never taken off for a number of
reasons despite a commitment from state-owned IRCON, to undertake its construction at an
estimated $1.6 billion. While contract changes by the Iranian side and delayed responses from
the Indian side were part of the problem, the main hurdle has been the fear of American
penalties. Even though India was able to negotiate a sanctions waiver for the Chabahar port and
rail line from the U.S., few international construction and equipment partners were willing to sign
on to the project; New Delhi has also dragged its feet on the matter. After appeals to India,
including one issued by its Foreign Minister Javad Zarif when he visited Delhi in January this
year, Iran decided to go on its own, by beginning to lay tracks for the line connecting Chabahar
to Afghanistan and Turkmenistan, last week.

Regardless of the reasons for India’s inability to join the railway project, the decision can only be
seen as an opportunity lost. The impression that India wavered due to U.S. pressure, especially
after India cancelled oil imports from Iran, also questions New Delhi’s commitment to strategic
autonomy. While Iran claims it will fund the railway using its own resources, it seems to have
embarked on the Chabahar-Zahedan project with a confidence borne from an imminent deal
with China for a 25-year, $400 billion strategic partnership on infrastructure, connectivity and
energy projects. In a world where connectivity is seen as the new currency, India’s loss could
well become China’s gain, and New Delhi must watch this space, created by its exit, closely.
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Dear reader,

We have been keeping you up-to-date with information on the developments in India and the
world that have a bearing on our health and wellbeing, our lives and livelihoods, during these
difficult times. To enable wide dissemination of news that is in public interest, we have increased
the number of articles that can be read free, and extended free trial periods. However, we have
a request for those who can afford to subscribe: please do. As we fight disinformation and
misinformation, and keep apace with the happenings, we need to commit greater resources to
news gathering operations. We promise to deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested
interest and political propaganda.

Dear subscriber,

Thank you!

Your support for our journalism is invaluable. It’s a support for truth and fairness in journalism. It
has helped us keep apace with events and happenings.

The Hindu has always stood for journalism that is in the public interest. At this difficult time, it
becomes even more important that we have access to information that has a bearing on our
health and well-being, our lives, and livelihoods. As a subscriber, you are not only a beneficiary
of our work but also its enabler.

We also reiterate here the promise that our team of reporters, copy editors, fact-checkers,
designers, and photographers will deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested interest
and political propaganda.

Suresh Nambath
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verdict, 2019 proved to be an eventful year.

Subscribe to The Hindu now and get unlimited access.

Already have an account? Sign In

Start your 14 days trial now Sign Up

You can support quality journalism by turning off ad blocker or purchase a subscription for
unlimited access to The Hindu.

https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=curtainraiser&utm_medium=32083532&utm_campaign=editorial#signin
https://subscription.thehindu.com/recur_subscription?utm_source=curtainraiser&utm_medium=article&utm_campaign=recurring


cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Sign up for a 30 day free trial.

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=adblocker&utm_medium=signin&utm_campaign=adblocker

