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GOOGLE MAPS TO HELP USERS TO SAVE, SHARE
THEIR LOCATION'S PLUS CODES

Relevant for: Science & Technology | Topic: Indigenization of technology and developing new technology

Google has launched plus codes for Google Map users in India  

Google on January 27 announced the launch of an India-first feature on Google Maps where
users can access their current location to find the 'plus codes' address for their home.

Plus codes are free, open-sourced, digital addresses that provide accurate addresses for
locations, including for places that don't have accurate formal addresses.

Instead of street and locality names, plus codes are based on latitude and longitude and are
displayed as a short sequence of numbers and letters, providing accuracy right up to the
doorstep and ease the discovery of and navigation to businesses.

Since its launch in 2018, plus codes have been adopted at scale by non-governmental
organisations (NGOs) in India and governments.

"In addition to community-led efforts, we are also committed to empowering users to directly use
'plus code' addresses for their daily needs.

"We piloted this feature in India a month ago, and are thrilled to share that over three lakh users
in India have already found their home's address using plus codes," Google Maps Product
Manager Amanda Bishop said.

Bishop added that the company is actively looking for opportunities to partner with e-commerce,
logistics and delivery companies to scale up the experience to more people across the world.

When saving a 'Home' location on Google Maps, users in India will see a new 'Use your current
location' that uses their phone's location to generate a plus code (if the location precision meets
minimum thresholds) that they can then use as their Home address.

There is also a new section at the top of the 'Saved' tab to make it easier to retrieve, copy and
share these home addresses.

Currently, the feature is available on Android only with iOS to follow soon, the statement said.
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The chips are Intel’s first effort in many years in the market and will take on leader Nvidia, which
had graphics chips sales of $9.8 billion in its most recent fiscal year, a 29% increase.

The concept car uses less than 10 kWh of electrical energy to travel 100 km. When translated
into fossil-fuel consumption, this is around 1 litre per 100 km.
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