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Drunken driving cannot be treated leniently even if the accident turned out to be a minor one, the
Supreme Court has said in a judgment.

Driving under the influence of alcohol is an offence. It amounts to playing with the lives of others,
a Bench of Justices M.R. Shah and B.V. Nagarathna observed in a recent verdict.

The case concerned a truck driver with the Provincial Armed Constabulary (PAC) who rammed
into a jeep while ferrying personnel to Allahabad on Kumbh Mela duty in February 2000. He was
found to have been drunk while driving the truck.

The man was subsequently dismissed from service. His plea that the punishment was
disproportionate to his deed was rejected by the lower courts. Dealing with his appeal, Justice
Shah agreed that, “Merely because there was no major loss and it was a minor accident cannot
be a ground to show leniency. It was sheer good luck that the accident was not a fatal accident.
It could have been a fatal accident.”
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