
cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-01-14

WHAT IS PARLER AND WHY HAS IT BEEN PULLED
OFFLINE?

Relevant for: Security Related Matters | Topic: Role of Media and Social Networking Sites in internal security
challenges

Parler is a social media network which styles itself as a "free speech-driven" space.   | Photo
Credit: AFP

(Subscribe to our Today's Cache newsletter for a quick snapshot of top 5 tech stories. Click here
to subscribe for free.)

Before Apple Inc banned Parler from its App Store store on Saturday, the social media site
topped the charts as the most popular free app on its App Store in the United States.

Interest in the fast-growing app had surged again after Twitter banned President Donald Trump
on Friday.

After Amazon.com Inc stopped hosting its business, effectively taking the upstart social media
service offline, Parler is now fighting for survival.

What is Parler?

Parler, which was founded in 2018, is a social media network which styles itself as a "free
speech-driven" space. The app has largely attracted U.S. conservatives who disagree with rules
around content on social media sites like Facebook Inc and Twitter Inc.

Parler has had about 10.8 million installs globally from across the App Store and Google Play,
8.7 million of those from the United States, according to Sensor Tower data. In January, it said it
has over 12 million registered users.

Trump, who was last week permanently suspended from Twitte ras social media platforms
cracked down on his accounts, does not have a verified Parler account, but his 'Team Trump'
campaign does. Trump allies such as attorney Rudy Guiliani and the president's son Eric Trump
also joined the platform, as did conservative media such as Epoch Times and Breitbart News
and prominent Republicans including Senator Ted Cruz.

In November, conservative activist Rebekah Mercer confirmed that she and her family, including
her father and hedge-fund investor Robert Mercer, have provided funding to the
company.Conservative commentator Dan Bongino also said in June he was taking an ownership
stake in the company, which is based near Las Vegas in Nevada.

Why has Parler been taken offline?

The site effectively "went dark" after Amazon.com Inc suspended its web hosting service and
will remain so unless it can find a replacement.

Suspensions by Apple Inc's App Store and Alphabet Inc's Google had already meant potential
new users were unable to download the app.

The platforms said Parler was not doing enough to prevent the spread of posts inciting violence,
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following unrest at the U.S. Capitol by Trump supporters last Wednesday after weeks of violent
rhetoric on online sites.

Parler is now suing Amazon, accusing the company of an illegal, politically motivated decision to
shut it down.

Amazon said the lawsuit has no merit. In an email correspondence included in Parler's lawsuit,
Amazon cited 98 examples of Parler posts that "clearly encourage and incite violence."

Parler Chief Executive John Matze has said the company "does not condone or accept violence"
on its platform.

Parler's policies ban certain types of content, including'fighting words' or 'threats to harm' that
include threats of violence against an individual or group, obscenity and pornography. The
guidelines advise users to "not purposefully share rumors about other users/people you know
are false," but do not mention other policies against misinformation.

Disinformation researchers said far-right groups that appeared at the riot maintained a vigorous
online presence on alternative platforms including Parler where they spread violent rhetoric and
organized ahead of the unrest.
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Thank you!

Your support for our journalism is invaluable. It’s a support for truth and fairness in journalism. It
has helped us keep apace with events and happenings.

The Hindu has always stood for journalism that is in the public interest. At this difficult time, it
becomes even more important that we have access to information that has a bearing on our
health and well-being, our lives, and livelihoods. As a subscriber, you are not only a beneficiary
of our work but also its enabler.

We also reiterate here the promise that our team of reporters, copy editors, fact-checkers,
designers, and photographers will deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested interest
and political propaganda.

Suresh Nambath

Please enter a valid email address.

Facebook bought the platform in 2014, and gradually changed the way it accessed user data
from WhatsApp. The social networking company is now showing WhatsApp users a ‘take it or
leave it’ attitude with the latest policy update.

WhatsApp’s rival messaging app Signal gained recognition as WhatsApp users looked for
alternative apps. Tesla CEO Elon Musk’s tweet encouraging users to switch to Signal also gave
an extra lift.
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