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With the Supreme Court’s 2-1 judgment clearing the Central Vista project for New Delhi, the
Narendra Modi government can now indelibly reshape the national capital’s visual landscape.
Justices A.M. Khanwilkar and Dinesh Maheshwari found no infirmity in the approvals granted by
the Central Vista Committee, Delhi Urban Art Commission, the Heritage Conservation
Committee and other bodies, paving the way for a new Parliament building and other edifices of
government to come up. Justice Sanjiv Khanna, while agreeing with the majority opinion on the
call for bid, award and the decision of the Urban Commission, dissented on the key issue of
public participation in the entire exercise, which vitiated the endorsement of land use change.
Governments should naturally be free to plan policies and programmes on behalf of the people,
with no prior restraint, but subject to judicial review to ensure accountability. Judged against this
principle, the Centre is simply exercising its privilege to plan a new set of buildings to house its
establishment and the federal legislature. While the final cost estimate is unclear, planned
expenditures are in excess of 13,450 crore for, among other things, a new Central Secretariat,
Vice-President’'s enclave and Prime Minister’s residence, besides 971 crore for the new
Parliament. With a national consensus, such a colossal plan might be a crowning achievement
for the 75th year of Independence in 2022. What is germane to the question, however, is its
appropriateness in a year of unprecedented disruption due to COVID-19. This is when an
elected government must give its undivided attention to schemes for the common weal and not
be tempted into extravagant indulgence.

As Justice Khanna has pointed out, public consultation in a democracy requires citizens to be
able to assess the project’s rationale, armed with information on the official reasoning, and with
sufficient time at their disposal. The essence of their view should inform the final decision.
Opportunities for public consultation, already incorporated into modern laws and also in the
Delhi Development Act, in no way fetter the executive. It would be appropriate, therefore, for the
Centre to attempt consensus-building on Central Vista, without showing undue anxiety and
haste in taking up all planned structures together. The pandemic’s course points to uncertainty
on restoration of economic health, and ameliorating the damage to large sectors of the
economy, especially in services. In the run-up to 2022, the government will be tested on its
ability to ensure good health for all citizens, revive normative education and provide stronger
welfare. Prioritising Central Vista can prove to be a distraction from the task.
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Dear reader,

We have been keeping you up-to-date with information on the developments in India and the
world that have a bearing on our health and wellbeing, our lives and livelihoods, during these
difficult times. To enable wide dissemination of news that is in public interest, we have increased
the number of articles that can be read free, and extended free trial periods. However, we have
a request for those who can afford to subscribe: please do. As we fight disinformation and
misinformation, and keep apace with the happenings, we need to commit greater resources to
news gathering operations. We promise to deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested
interest and political propaganda.

Dear subscriber,

Thank you!

Your support for our journalism is invaluable. It's a support for truth and fairness in journalism. It
has helped us keep apace with events and happenings.

The Hindu has always stood for journalism that is in the public interest. At this difficult time, it
becomes even more important that we have access to information that has a bearing on our
health and well-being, our lives, and livelihoods. As a subscriber, you are not only a beneficiary
of our work but also its enabler.

We also reiterate here the promise that our team of reporters, copy editors, fact-checkers,
designers, and photographers will deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested interest
and political propaganda.

Suresh Nambath
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From the abrogation of the special status of Jammu and Kashmir, to the landmark Ayodhya
verdict, 2019 proved to be an eventful year.
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