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PRIME MINISTER ADDRESSES THE 3RD GLOBAL
POTATO CONCLAVE

Relevant for: Indian Economy | Topic: Major Crops, Cropping Patterns and various Agricultural Revolutions

Prime Minister's Office

Prime Minister Addresses the 3rd Global Potato Conclave

Posted On: 28 JAN 2020 12:25PM by PIB Delhi

PM addressed the 3rd Global Potato Conclave at Gandhinagar, Gujarat through
Video Conferencing today. The previous two Global Potato Conferences were
organized during 1999, and 2008. The Conclave is being organized by Indian Potato
Association (IPA) in collaboration with Indian Council of Agricultural Research, New
Delhi, and ICAR-Central Potato Research Institute, Shimla and International Potato
Center (CIP), Lima, Peru.

Scientists around the world, potato farmers and other stakeholders have gathered for
the Global Potato Conclave to discuss the important aspects related to food and
nutrition demand in the next few days.

Watch Live! https://t.co/F2MaKnq0n6

— PMO India (@PMOIndia) 28 January 2020

 

Addressing the Conclave, the Prime Minister said that the highlight of the 3rd 
conclave is that Potato Conference, AgriExpo and Potato Field Day are all happening
at the same time. He also said that it is a commendable effort that 6 thousand
farmers are going on field visits on the Field Day.

 

The Prime Minister said that it is significant that the 3rd Global Potato Conclave is
being held in Gujarat, the leading state in Potato production and productivity in the
country. He said that while the area under potato cultivation increased by about 20%
in India in the last eleven years, it has increased by about 170% in Gujarat during the
same period.

 

The Prime Minister said that this is largely owing to the policy initiatives and decisions
which lead to the State using modern methods of agriculture like sprinkler and drip
irrigation for cultivation, along with the best cold storage facilities and linkages to the
Food Processing Industry. He said today Gujarat has major Potato processing
companies in the state and that most of the potato exporters are also based in

https://t.co/F2MaKnq0n6
https://twitter.com/PMOIndia/status/1222029632582455296?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
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Gujarat. These have led to the emergence of the state as a major potato hub in the
country.

 

The Prime Minister said that his Government is taking rapid steps towards the goal of
doubling the income of farmers by 2022. He added that as a result of the efforts of
farmers and the combination of government policy, India is among the top 3 countries
in the world in the production of many cereals and other food items. He also listed the
steps taken by his Government to promote food processing industries at every level
like opening the sector to 100% FDI, helping in value addition and value chain
development through PM Kisan Sampada Yojana.

 

The Prime Minister also mentioned that earlier this month, a new record has also
been created by transferring an amount of Rs. 12,000 crores to the bank accounts of
6 crore farmers through direct transfer. He also mentioned that the priority of his
Government is to reduce middlemen and other layers between the farmer and the
consumer. He said that the government's emphasis is also on promoting agricultural
technology-based start ups so that farmers' databases and agri stacks needed for
smart and precision agriculture can be used.

 

The Prime Minister urged the scientists to provide solutions to various issues in
Agriculture through modern biotechnology, Artificial Intelligence, Block chain, Drone
Technology. He said that the greatest responsibility of the scientific community and
policy makers is to see that no one is left hungry or malnourished.

 

Background:

The 3rd Global Potato  Conclave will provide an opportunity to bring all stakeholders
at one common platform so that all the issues are discussed and future plans are
made involving everyone related to the potato sector. This will be a unique event to
expose different stakeholders of the country to the frontiers of knowledge and
innovations in potato research. This mega event has three major components; (i) The
Potato Conference, (ii) The Agri Expo and (iii) Potato Field Day.

 

The Potato Conference will be held for 3 days during 28-30 January, 2020. It will
have 10 themes out of which 8 themes are based on basic and applied research. The
remaining two themes will have special emphasis on potato trade, value chain
management and policy issues.
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AgriExpo will be organized during 28 to 30 January, 2020, to showcase the status of
potato-based industries and trade, processing, seed potato production,
biotechnology, public-private partnership in technology transfer and farmers related
products etc.

 

Potato Field Day will be organized on January 31, 2020. This will include
demonstration of advancements in potato mechanization, potato varieties and latest
technologies.

 

Major issues that are to crop up are Shortage of Planting Material, Supply Chains,
Post-Harvest Losses, needs for enhanced processing, export and diversified
utilisation and necessary policy support – viz for production and use of certified seed,
for long distance transport and export promotion.

***
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