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SUPER BLOOD WOLF MOON: TOTAL LUNAR ECLIPSE
MEETS SUPERMOON ON JANUARY 20 NIGHT
Relevant for: Geography | Topic: The Earth and the Solar System
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In this Saturday Aug. 28, 2018 file photo, Earth starts to cast its shadow on the moon during a
complete lunar eclipse seen from Jakarta, Indonesia. Starting January 20 evening, all of North
and South America will be able to see the only total lunar eclipse of 2019 from start to finish this
weekend. | Photo Credit: AP
Here comes a total lunar eclipse and supermoon, all wrapped into one.

S.
co

The moon, Earth and sun will line up this weekend for the only total lunar eclipse this year and
next. At the same time, the moon will be ever so closer to Earth and appear slightly bigger and
brighter than usual a supermoon.
“This one is particularly good,” said Rice University astrophysicist Patrick Hartigan. “It not only is
a supermoon and it’s a total eclipse, but the total eclipse also lasts pretty long. It’s about an
hour.”
The whole eclipse starts on January 20 night or early on Monday, depending on location , and
will take about three hours.
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It begins with the partial phase around 10-34 p.m. EST on January 20. That’s when Earth’s
shadow will begin to nip at the moon. Totality when Earth’s shadow completely blankets the
moon will last 62 minutes, beginning at 11-41 p.m. EST on Sunday.
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If the skies are clear, the entire eclipse will be visible in North and South America, as well as
Greenland, Iceland, Ireland, Great Britain, Norway, Sweden, Portugal and the French and
Spanish coasts. The rest of Europe, as well as Africa, will have partial viewing before the moon
sets. Some places will be livestreaming it, including the Griffith Observatory in Los Angeles.
During totality, the moon will look red because of sunlight scattering off Earth’s atmosphere.
That’s why an eclipsed moon is sometimes known as a blood moon. In January, the full moon is
also sometimes known as the wolf moon or great spirit moon.
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So informally speaking, the upcoming lunar eclipse will be a super blood wolf or great spirit
moon.
In the U.S., the eclipse will begin relatively early on January 20 evening, making it easier for
children to stay up and enjoy the show. Plus the next day is a federal holiday, with most schools
closed. But the weather forecast for much of the U.S. doesn’t look good.
Parents “can keep their kids up maybe a little bit later,” said, Hartigan, who will catch the lunar
extravaganza from Houston. “It’s just a wonderful thing for the whole family to see because it’s
fairly rare to have all these things kind of come together at the same time.”
“The good thing about this is that you don’t need any special equipment,” he added.
Asia, Australia and New Zealand are out of luck. But they had prime viewing last year, when two
total lunar eclipses occurred.

The next total lunar eclipse won’t be until May 2021.
As for full-moon supermoons, this will be the first of three this year. The upcoming supermoon
will be about 222,000 miles (357,300 kilometres) away. The Feb. 19 supermoon will be a bit
closer and the one on March 20 will be the farthest.
On January 1, 2019, NASA’s New Horizons spacecraft flew past a celestial body. What is so
special about the flyby? For answer and more interesting questions, take this quiz.
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China’s Chang’e-4 lunar rover scripted history on January 3 when it made the first-ever soft
landing on the far side of the moon and sent back

cr

ac
k

IA

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

