Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-02-26

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Children - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

The updates have come at a time when Facebook is facing criticism for its inability to curb
harmful content on its platform. | Photo Credit: AFP

(Subscribe to our Today's Cache newsletter for a quick snapshot of top 5 tech stories. Click here
to subscribe for free.)

Facebook has added new features to curb child harassment and exploitation on its platform by
focusing on content that victimises children. Child abuse content include posts on child nudity,
sexual exploitation, inappropriate interactions with children and non-sexual child abuse.

The social network’s app will now display a pop-up when a user searches for terms associated
with child exploitation. The pop-up will offer ways to get help from offender diversion
organisations and share information about consequences of viewing illegal content.

The app will also send a safety alert that will inform users who share child exploitative content
about the harm it can cause and warn them about Facebook’s policies.

Also Read | Facebook says its new features can help debunk common climate myths

In its revised child safety policy, Facebook has clarified it will remove accounts, pages, groups
and Instagram accounts that share images of children with inappropriate captions. “Under this
new policy, while the images alone may not break our rules, the accompanying text can help us
better determine whether the content is sexualising children,” Facebook stated.

The social network has also added an option for users to report any content that violates child
safety policy by clicking “involves a child” under the “Nudity & Sexual Activity” category.

Between July and September last year, Facebook made improvements to its technology,
allowing it to detect 12.4 million pieces of content exploiting and endangering children in that
quarter. The number dropped to 5.4 million in the subsequent quarter.

Also Read | Making Facebook safer for teens

However, Facebook also noted that it may have missed some children-specific content since its
media-matching technology in mid-November contained a glitch, which it is attempting to fix
soon.

The updates come at a time when Facebook is facing criticism for its inability to curb harmful
content on its platform.
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Dear reader,

We have been keeping you up-to-date with information on the developments in India and the
world that have a bearing on our health and wellbeing, our lives and livelihoods, during these
difficult times. To enable wide dissemination of news that is in public interest, we have increased
the number of articles that can be read free, and extended free trial periods. However, we have
a request for those who can afford to subscribe: please do. As we fight disinformation and
misinformation, and keep apace with the happenings, we need to commit greater resources to
news gathering operations. We promise to deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested
interest and political propaganda.

Dear subscriber,

Thank you!

Your support for our journalism is invaluable. It's a support for truth and fairness in journalism. It
has helped us keep apace with events and happenings.

The Hindu has always stood for journalism that is in the public interest. At this difficult time, it
becomes even more important that we have access to information that has a bearing on our
health and well-being, our lives, and livelihoods. As a subscriber, you are not only a beneficiary
of our work but also its enabler.

We also reiterate here the promise that our team of reporters, copy editors, fact-checkers,
designers, and photographers will deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested interest
and political propaganda.

Suresh Nambath

Please enter a valid email address.

From breaking news to in-depth reportage and analysis, the micro-blogging site has emerged
as a one-stop destination to consume news.

The app, Josh, is one of several home-grown short-video platforms that have sprung up since
India blocked the wildly popular TikTok in June amidst a border crisis with China.

Subscribe to The Hindu now and get unlimited access.
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