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ELIZABETH ANN, THE FIRST CLONED FERRET, SPURS
HOPE FOR ENDANGERED U.S. SPECIES

Relevant for: Environment | Topic: Biodiversity, Ecology, and Wildlife Related Issues

In this photo provided by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is Elizabeth Ann, the first cloned
black-footed ferret and first-ever cloned U.S. endangered species, at 48-days old on Jan. 27,
2021.   | Photo Credit: AP

U.S. scientists have successfully cloned an endangered black-footed ferret using frozen cells
from along-dead wild animal, the first time any native endangered species has been cloned in
the United States.

Black-footed ferret recovery efforts aimed at increased genetic diversity and disease resistance
took a bold step forward on December 10, with the birth of Elizabeth Ann, created from the cells
of Willa, a black-footed ferret that lived more than 30 years ago, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service said.

"Although this research is preliminary, it is the first cloning of a native endangered species in
North America, and it provides a promising tool for continued efforts to conserve the black-
footed ferret," said Noreen Walsh, director of the Service's Mountain-Prairie Region.

The species, North America's only native ferret, were once thought to be extinct but were
brought back from nearly vanishing forever after a Wyoming rancher discovered a small
population on his land in 1981. They were captured to begin a captive breeding program to
recover the species.

But only seven of the original wild animals bred, and all living ferrets today are closely related.
That puts limitations on the species' genetic diversity, creating challenges forresilience to
changing environments and emerging disease threats.

Elizabeth Ann is a genetic copy of Willa, a black-footed ferret captured among the last wild
individuals, who died in the1980s and has no living descendants, so is not one of the seven
founders.

The Wyoming Game & Fish Department had the foresight to preserve her genes and sent tissue
samples from Willa to SanDiego Zoo Global's Frozen Zoo in 1988. Years later, that provided
viable cell cultures for the project.

The team — which includes biotech conservation group Revive& Restore, private pet cloning
company ViaGen Pets & Equine, SanDiego Zoo Global and the Association of Zoos and
Aquariums — is working to produce more black-footed ferret clones in the coming months as
part of continuing research efforts.
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Dear reader,

We have been keeping you up-to-date with information on the developments in India and the
world that have a bearing on our health and wellbeing, our lives and livelihoods, during these
difficult times. To enable wide dissemination of news that is in public interest, we have increased
the number of articles that can be read free, and extended free trial periods. However, we have
a request for those who can afford to subscribe: please do. As we fight disinformation and
misinformation, and keep apace with the happenings, we need to commit greater resources to
news gathering operations. We promise to deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested
interest and political propaganda.

Dear subscriber,

Thank you!

Your support for our journalism is invaluable. It’s a support for truth and fairness in journalism. It
has helped us keep apace with events and happenings.

The Hindu has always stood for journalism that is in the public interest. At this difficult time, it
becomes even more important that we have access to information that has a bearing on our
health and well-being, our lives, and livelihoods. As a subscriber, you are not only a beneficiary
of our work but also its enabler.

We also reiterate here the promise that our team of reporters, copy editors, fact-checkers,
designers, and photographers will deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested interest
and political propaganda.
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