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EU SAYS COPYRIGHT LAWS MAKE SITUATION
DIFFERENT FROM AUSTRALIA

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

A European Commission spokesman declined to comment directly on the move by media giant
Facebook that escalated a dispute with the Australian government over paying for content.   |
Photo Credit: Reuters

(Subscribe to our Today's Cache newsletter for a quick snapshot of top 5 tech stories. Click here
to subscribe for free.)

European Union countries are not facing the same situation as Australia, where Facebook
blocked all media content from its platform, because of new copyright rules that protect
publishers in Europe, the bloc's executive said on Thursday.

A European Commission spokesman declined to comment directly on the move by media giant
Facebook that escalated a dispute with the Australian government over paying for content.

"In the EU, the situation is different," the spokesman said in a written response to questions.

"The copyright reform – that needs to be transposed into national law by 7 June 2021 – already
starts to bring concrete results for the European media sector, as proved by the recent
announcement of the agreement found between Google and publishers in France."

Also Read | EU countries agree joint stance ahead of WhatsApp, Skype privacy talks

The dispute between Australia and Facebook centres on a planned Australian law, which would
require Facebook and Alphabet Inc’s Google to reach commercial deals to pay news outlets
whose links drive traffic to their platforms, or agree a price through arbitration.

Although Australia is a small market, the law is being closely watched around the world by
regulators, and could be a test case for a bigger global push to force internet giants to share
more of their revenue with content providers.

Also Read | EU’s Vestager warns Apple to treat all apps equally amid privacy dispute

Under the EU's tougher copyright rules, online platforms will have to sign licensing agreements
with musicians, performers, authors, news publishers and journalists to use their work.

The European Commission's position is that "press and quality journalism are not for free" so
the Copyright Directive creates the condition for fair bargaining between press editors and online
platforms.
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Find mobile-friendly version of articles from the day's newspaper in one easy-to-read list.

Enjoy reading as many articles as you wish without any limitations.

A select list of articles that match your interests and tastes.

Move smoothly between articles as our pages load instantly.

A one-stop-shop for seeing the latest updates, and managing your preferences.

We brief you on the latest and most important developments, three times a day.

*Our Digital Subscription plans do not currently include the e-paper, crossword and print.

Dear reader,

We have been keeping you up-to-date with information on the developments in India and the
world that have a bearing on our health and wellbeing, our lives and livelihoods, during these
difficult times. To enable wide dissemination of news that is in public interest, we have increased
the number of articles that can be read free, and extended free trial periods. However, we have
a request for those who can afford to subscribe: please do. As we fight disinformation and
misinformation, and keep apace with the happenings, we need to commit greater resources to
news gathering operations. We promise to deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested
interest and political propaganda.

Dear subscriber,

Thank you!

Your support for our journalism is invaluable. It’s a support for truth and fairness in journalism. It
has helped us keep apace with events and happenings.

The Hindu has always stood for journalism that is in the public interest. At this difficult time, it
becomes even more important that we have access to information that has a bearing on our
health and well-being, our lives, and livelihoods. As a subscriber, you are not only a beneficiary
of our work but also its enabler.

We also reiterate here the promise that our team of reporters, copy editors, fact-checkers,
designers, and photographers will deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested interest
and political propaganda.

Suresh Nambath

Please enter a valid email address.

Data from research firm IDC showed Apple's shipments surged 22% to a record 90.1 million
phones in the quarter, giving it global market share of 23.4%.

A contest among Wyoming schoolchildren will decide the new supercomputer's name.
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You can support quality journalism by turning off ad blocker or purchase a subscription for
unlimited access to The Hindu.

Sign up for a 30 day free trial.
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