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BEST FROM SCIENCE JOURNALS: LISTEN TO THE
SOUND OF AN 18,000-YEAR-OLD SEASHELL HORN
Relevant for: Science & Technology | Topic: Science and Technology- developments and their applications and

effects in everyday life

The conch of Marsoulas in its Magdalenian context (hypothetical restitution) Credit: C. Fritz;
drawing/ Fritz et al., Sci. Adv. 2021  

(Subscribe to Science For All, our weekly newsletter, where we aim to take the jargon out of
science and put the fun in. Click here.)

Published in Science Advances

About 18,000 years ago, the inhabitants of Marsoulas Cave (now in France) tuned a sea snail
shell into a wind instrument and used it during important social events and rituals. Musicologists
and researchers worked together and have now reproduced the sound of the horn. “This
seashell horn, with its unique sonority...sheds light on a musical dimension until now unknown in
the context of Upper Paleolithic societies,” notes the paper.

Click here to listen

Published in Nature Communications

The arrival of humans and over-hunting were believed to be one of the reasons behind the
extinction of North America's largest mammals such as the woolly mammoth and saber-tooth
cat. A new study found that climate change (a decrease in global temperatures around 13,000
years ago) initiated the decline of these massive creatures. They write that there was no
evidence for a relationship between human and megafauna population levels in North America.

Published in Nature Communications

If your parents scold you for sleeping during the day, tell them to blame your genes. “Daytime
napping is biologically driven and not just an environmental or behavioral choice,” says Hassan
Saeed Dashti, co-author of the study that identified 123 regions in our genome that are
associated with daytime napping.

Published in Optica

Ever wanted to look inside a semiconductor or a computer’s microchip? Meet a new imaging
technology called Coherence Tomography with Extreme Ultraviolet Light. The researchers write
that the method is highly precise and can help inspect the deep structure of the tiny samples and
also study the chemical composition of the samples in a non-destructive manner.

Published in PNAS

White-faced capuchin monkeys found across Central and South America, have the largest
relative brain size of any monkey and are also known to live past the age of 50, despite their
small size. A study of their genome has now identified genes associated with longevity, brain
development and also shown how they live in different environmental conditions.
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You have reached your limit for free articles this month.

Already have an account ? Sign in

Start your 14 days free trial. Sign Up

Find mobile-friendly version of articles from the day's newspaper in one easy-to-read list.

Enjoy reading as many articles as you wish without any limitations.

A select list of articles that match your interests and tastes.

Move smoothly between articles as our pages load instantly.

A one-stop-shop for seeing the latest updates, and managing your preferences.

We brief you on the latest and most important developments, three times a day.

*Our Digital Subscription plans do not currently include the e-paper, crossword and print.

Dear reader,

We have been keeping you up-to-date with information on the developments in India and the
world that have a bearing on our health and wellbeing, our lives and livelihoods, during these
difficult times. To enable wide dissemination of news that is in public interest, we have increased
the number of articles that can be read free, and extended free trial periods. However, we have
a request for those who can afford to subscribe: please do. As we fight disinformation and
misinformation, and keep apace with the happenings, we need to commit greater resources to
news gathering operations. We promise to deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested
interest and political propaganda.

Dear subscriber,

Thank you!

Your support for our journalism is invaluable. It’s a support for truth and fairness in journalism. It
has helped us keep apace with events and happenings.

The Hindu has always stood for journalism that is in the public interest. At this difficult time, it
becomes even more important that we have access to information that has a bearing on our
health and well-being, our lives, and livelihoods. As a subscriber, you are not only a beneficiary
of our work but also its enabler.

We also reiterate here the promise that our team of reporters, copy editors, fact-checkers,
designers, and photographers will deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested interest
and political propaganda.

Suresh Nambath

Please enter a valid email address.

The researchers can move, bend, lift micron-sized crystals using atomic force microscopy
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Subscribe to The Hindu now and get unlimited access.

Already have an account? Sign In

Start your 14 days free trial Sign Up

You can support quality journalism by turning off ad blocker or purchase a subscription for
unlimited access to The Hindu.

Sign up for a 30 day free trial.
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