Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-02-12

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

“Itis, therefore, our expectation that the Chinese side will work with us in full sincerity to resolve
these remaining issues,” he asserted.

India had consistently maintained that while bilateral relations could develop in parallel with
discussions on resolving the boundary question, any serious disturbance in peace and
tranquillity along the LAC in the border areas was bound to have adverse implications for the
direction of our bilateral ties.

“The actions by the Chinese side since last year have seriously disturbed peace and tranquillity.
Consequently they have also had an impact on the overall relationship,” he observed.

After Mr, Singh’s statement, Rajya Sabha Chairman M. Venkaiah Naidu denied opportunity to
members to seek clarifications on the statement. He said it was a a matter of national unity and
security. “Discussions are to go on for the next 48 hours and we don’t want to create a
controversy; it is not good,” he said, adding that he would consider the demand for an in camera
meeting with the Minister.

Tanks and mechanised elements have started moving back from South Bank and distances,
including the latitudes and longitudes, up to which they have to move back, had been agreed
upon in the agreement, a defence official said.

Both sides have worked out a detailed step by step plan for pullback of troops and equipment,
the official stated. Joint verification would be done together at each step, he added.

In a pre-emptive move on August 29 and 30, 2020, the Army had occupied some unoccupied
heights in the Chushul sector from Thakung to Rechin La within the Indian perception of the
LAC, foiling the Chinese People’s Liberation Army attempts to dominate the heights.

As part of the agreement, the Indian Army will vacate these peaks and pull back troops and
equipment, while China would remove structures between Finger 4 to Finger 8 on North Bank
and withdraw troops.
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