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THOUSANDS DEFY MYANMAR PROTEST BAN
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on India's interests

Taking a stand:Protesters participating in a demonstration against the military coup in Yangon
on Wednesday.AFPSTR  

Tens of thousands of people took to the streets of Myanmar’s biggest city for a fifth consecutive
day on Wednesday, defying a ban on protests as the military moved to tighten its grip on the
country.

Crowds swarmed through Yangon demanding the release of Aung San Suu Kyi, facing down
police a day after officers dispersed crowds elsewhere with tear gas and rubber bullets, and
ramped up their harassment of the ousted leader’s party.

The sudden escalation of force against the demonstrations sweeping the country since last
week’s coup prompted a fresh chorus of international condemnation after officers fired live
rounds at one rally in the capital Naypyidaw.

Two people were critically wounded in the incident — including one woman who was shot in the
head. Images depicting her in the moments after she was shot were by Wednesday appearing
on a huge protest banner and had been widely shared online alongside expressions of grief and
fury.

“They can shoot a young woman but they can’t steal the hope and resolve of a determined
people,” United Nations Special Rapporteur Tom Andrews said on Wednesday.

Massive crowds returned to the streets of Yangon on Wednesday, where the day before they
had faced off against a phalanx of riot police standing alongside water cannon trucks near Ms.
Suu Kyi’s residence.

More detained

More politicians from Ms. Suu Kyi’s National League for Democracy (NLD) were detained on
Tuesday, along with 30 others — including a journalist from local broadcaster DVB — at a
protest in Mandalay, the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners monitoring group said.

Their arrests came as police fired tear gas at protesters in the city who were waving red NLD
flags.

State media claimed that the crowd had used “obscene language” and thrown objects at police,
injuring four officers, in its first direct mention of the protests since they began on the weekend.

“Therefore, the police members dispersed in accordance with the methods and laws,” the state-
run Global New Light of Myanmar newspaper reported, without mentioning other police
confrontations elsewhere in the country.

But elsewhere the discipline of security forces appeared to be breaking down, with four officers
defecting from their lines in the eastern town of Loikaw to join the anti-coup protests, according
to local media reports.
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The military justified last week’s power grab by claiming widespread voter fraud in the November
polls, which saw a landslide for Ms. Suu Kyi’s party.

The UN Human Rights Council has said it would hold a special session on Friday to discuss the
crisis.
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