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SC against disclosure of IAS prelims marks

The Supreme Court has held that details of marks — raw and scaled — scored in the Civil
Services Exam cannot be “mechanically” disclosed under Right to Information.

A Bench of Justices A.K. Goel and U.U. Lalit observed that the need for transparency and
accountability championed by the Right to Information Act should be balanced by the requirement
of confidentiality of sensitive information.

The decision came on an appeal filed by the Union Public Service Commission against a Delhi
High Court order to divulge the marks on the basis of a petition filed by unsuccessful candidates of
the Civil Services (Preliminary) Examination, 2010 (CSP).

The petitioners had sought the disclosure of marks (raw and scaled) awarded to them in the CSP
2010. They wanted information on cut-off marks for each subject, scaling methodology, model
answers and the results of all candidates.

“Weighing the need for transparency and accountability and requirement of optimum use of fiscal
resources and confidentiality of sensitive information, we are of the view that information sought
with regard to marks in Civil Services Exam cannot be directed to be furnished mechanically.”
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