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CABINET NOD FOR PUBLIC WIFI NETWORKS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: E-governance - applications, models, successes, limitations, and

potential incl. Aadhaar & Digital power

The Union Cabinet on Wednesday approved a proposal for setting up public WiFi hotspots
across the country via public data offices or PDOs, which could even be a kirana shop or a paan
shop.

The move, aimed at helping accelerate the uptake of broadband Internet services, will not
require the PDOs to get a license or pay a fee.

The public WiFi Access Network Interface, which will be called ‘PM-WANI’, was first
recommended by the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) in 2017. This will involve
multiple players, including PDOs, Public Data Office Aggregators (PDOA), app providers, and a
central registry.

PDOs — comparable to a PCO or a cybercafe — will establish, maintain, and operate WiFi
access points and deliver broadband services to subscribers, while the PDOAs will be
aggregators of PDOs and perform functions such as authorisation and accounting.

According to TRAI, in most major economies, for 50%-70% of their total usage time, mobile
users use WiFi technology to communicate. However, in India, this figure is less than 10%.

Service providers had in 2018 stated that they aimed to provide 5 lakh hotspots by March 31,
2019 and 10 lakh hotspots by September 30, 2019.

However, these targets have not been achieved.
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