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TRUST DEFICIT: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON DILLI
CHALO FARMER PROTESTS AND NEED FOR A LEGAL
GUARANTEE FOR MSP

Relevant for: Indian Economy | Topic: Issues related to direct & indirect Farm Subsidies and MSP

The Samyukta Kisan Morcha, a federation of around 500 farmer organisations, has resolved to
intensify its agitation against three farm laws hurriedly enacted by the Centre. After dismissing
the protests as ill-informed and motivated initially, the Centre has offered to make some changes
to the laws, but the farmers have now called for a Bharat Bandh on December 8. Thousands of
farmers camping on the outskirts of the national capital are sceptical of the government claim
that these laws would make agriculture more lucrative and secure by allowing market forces to
play. The fear that the new regime will dismantle the system of procurement under Minimum
Support Price (MSP) and leave farmers at the mercy of corporations is real. Responding to
concerns, the Centre has suggested safeguards to prevent land alienation via contract farming;
strengthening the State-run mandi system and ensuring its equal footing with private buyers
through equalising taxes; allowing grievance redress in civil courts rather than just in the offices
of Sub-Divisional Magistrates; and ensuring proper verification of private traders. It has not,
however, offered a legal guarantee of MSP and the question of power subsidies also remains
contentious.

The Narendra Modi government has a declared policy of ensuring farm prices that are at least
50% more than the input costs. This has remained more an intent than reality, and the
discussion has also been muddled by the government’s refusal to include rental value of the
land in input costs. Agriculture has to remain environmentally sustainable and remunerative for
farmers. Significant challenges have emerged with regard to these benchmarks, though India
has ensured substantial food stock and a robust distribution mechanism that covers the entire
country. There is a strong case for reworking the incentive structures and cropping pattern in
order to account for changes in water availability and changing dietary requirements. The
problems faced by farmers are by no means the same across India. But a sense of hostility from
the state and market is now pervasive. Changes in land acquisition laws and the general thrust
towards industrialisation together with the pressure on agriculture subsidies have increased the
feeling of vulnerability of farmers in recent years. The abrupt changes in the sector brought in
through the three laws have aggravated the trust deficit of the government. The combative
attitude of the government and the Bharatiya Janata Party towards criticism worsened it further.
Food security is considered a component of national security by all countries. The Union
Agriculture Minister has said the government has no ego. The Centre must strive for reaching an
agreement with the farmers that addresses their concerns.
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difficult times. To enable wide dissemination of news that is in public interest, we have increased
the number of articles that can be read free, and extended free trial periods. However, we have
a request for those who can afford to subscribe: please do. As we fight disinformation and
misinformation, and keep apace with the happenings, we need to commit greater resources to
news gathering operations. We promise to deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested
interest and political propaganda.

Dear subscriber,

Thank you!

Your support for our journalism is invaluable. It’s a support for truth and fairness in journalism. It
has helped us keep apace with events and happenings.

The Hindu has always stood for journalism that is in the public interest. At this difficult time, it
becomes even more important that we have access to information that has a bearing on our
health and well-being, our lives, and livelihoods. As a subscriber, you are not only a beneficiary
of our work but also its enabler.

We also reiterate here the promise that our team of reporters, copy editors, fact-checkers,
designers, and photographers will deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested interest
and political propaganda.

Suresh Nambath
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From the abrogation of the special status of Jammu and Kashmir, to the landmark Ayodhya
verdict, 2019 proved to be an eventful year.
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