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CHINA SUCCESSFULLY LANDS SPACECRAFT ON
MOON TO RETRIEVE LUNAR ROCKS

Relevant for: Science & Technology | Topic: Space Technology & related matters

A Long March 5 rocket carrying China’s Chang’e-5 lunar probe launches from Wenchang Space
Centre, on November 24, 2020. China successfully landed a spacecraft on the moon's surface
on December 1, 2020 in a historic mission to retrieve lunar surface samples, Chinese state
media reported.   | Photo Credit: AFP

China successfully landed a spacecraft on the moon's surface on Tuesday in a historic mission
to retrieve lunar surface samples, Chinese state media reported.

China launched its Chang'e-5 probe on November 24. The uncrewed mission, named after the
mythical Chinese goddess of the moon, aims to collect lunar material to help scientists learn
more about the moon's origins.

The mission will attempt to collect 2 kg (4-1/2 lbs) of samples in a previously unvisited area in a
massive lava plain known as Oceanus Procellarum, or “Ocean of Storms”.

If the mission is completed as planned, it would make China the third nation to have retrieved
lunar samples after the United States and the Soviet Union.

The lander vehicle that touched down on the moon's surface was one of several spacecraft
deployed by the Chang’e-5 probe.

Upon landing, the lander vehicle is supposed to drill into the ground with a robotic arm, then
transfer its soil and rock samples to an ascender vehicle that would lift off and dock with an
orbiting module.

State broadcaster CCTV said it would start collecting samples on the lunar surface in the next
two days. The samples would be transferred to a return capsule for the trip back to Earth,
landing in China's Inner Mongolia region.

China made its first lunar landing in 2013. In January last year, the Chang'e-4 probe touched
down on the far side of the moon, the first space probe from any nation to do so.
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Dear reader,

We have been keeping you up-to-date with information on the developments in India and the
world that have a bearing on our health and wellbeing, our lives and livelihoods, during these
difficult times. To enable wide dissemination of news that is in public interest, we have increased
the number of articles that can be read free, and extended free trial periods. However, we have
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a request for those who can afford to subscribe: please do. As we fight disinformation and
misinformation, and keep apace with the happenings, we need to commit greater resources to
news gathering operations. We promise to deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested
interest and political propaganda.

Dear subscriber,

Thank you!

Your support for our journalism is invaluable. It’s a support for truth and fairness in journalism. It
has helped us keep apace with events and happenings.

The Hindu has always stood for journalism that is in the public interest. At this difficult time, it
becomes even more important that we have access to information that has a bearing on our
health and well-being, our lives, and livelihoods. As a subscriber, you are not only a beneficiary
of our work but also its enabler.

We also reiterate here the promise that our team of reporters, copy editors, fact-checkers,
designers, and photographers will deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested interest
and political propaganda.

Suresh Nambath
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Here is some of the most interesting research to have appeared in top science journals last
week
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