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MASSIVE LOCUST INVASION THREATENS GUJARAT
FARMERS

Relevant for: Indian Economy | Topic: Major Crops, Cropping Patterns and various Agricultural Revolutions

The insects fly in during the day and settle on the farms at night making it difficult to ward off the
swarms. The farmers under seige are hiring workers and using age old techniques like beating
drums and vessels to scare the locusts away without much success.

“It’s a massive issue in Banaskantha, Patan, Kutch and parts of Sabarkantha and Mehsana. We
are trying to help farmers in containing damage to their crops,” Gujarat’s Agriculture Minister
R.C. Faldu said, adding the “government also explored the possibility of sprinkling pesticides
and chemicals through choppers in affected areas.”

Pesticides sprayed

Rather late in the day, the authorities have stepped in to combat the voracious invasion. The
State administration along with the central teams has launched huge pesticide-spraying
operation to kill the insects.

“A massive swarm of locusts spread in approximately 10 square kilo metre area has arrived in
Tharad, the last taluka before the India-Pakistan border,” Banaskantha District Collector
Sandeep Sangle told The Hindu . “We have started spraying pesticides to tackle the menace.”

According to the Agriculture Ministry’s Locust Warning Organisation (LWO), locusts are flying in
from Pakistan’s Sindh province and spreading in villages in Rajasthan and Gujarat where south
western monsoon was prolonged this year. Originally, the locusts emerged in February this year
from Sudan and Eritrea on Africa’s Red Sea Coast and travelled through Saudi Arabia and Iran
to enter Pakistan, where they invaded the Sindh province and from there they moved into
Rajasthan and Gujarat.

The government has now assured farmers that the administration will carry out a survey to
assess the damages and will accordingly compensate farmers. However, farmers feel that the
government’s efforts are too little, too late.

Special discount offer on The Hindu subscription only for Today’s paper readers

Already have an account ? Sign in

Find mobile-friendly version of articles from the day's newspaper in one easy-to-read list.

Enjoy reading as many articles as you wish without any limitations.

A select list of articles that match your interests and tastes.

Move smoothly between articles as our pages load instantly.

A one-stop-shop for seeing the latest updates, and managing your preferences.

We brief you on the latest and most important developments, three times a day.

https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=todayspaper&utm_medium=30399205&utm_campaign=tp-national&#signin


cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

*Our Digital Subscription plans do not currently include the e-paper ,crossword, iPhone, iPad
mobile applications and print. Our plans enhance your reading experience.

To continue enjoying The Hindu, You can turn off your ad blocker or Subscribe to The Hindu.

Sign up for a 30 day free trial.

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=adblocker&utm_medium=signin&utm_campaign=adblocker

