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RUSHDIE ON ROAD TO RECOVERY, SAYS AGENT
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Pulling through:Salman Rushdie attending a National Book Awards ceremony in New York, in
this file photo.APEvan Agostini

Salman Rushdie is “on the road to recovery,” his agent confirmed on Sunday, two days after the
author of The Satanic Verses suffered serious injuries in a stabbing at a lecture in upstate New
York.

The announcement followed news that the lauded writer was removed from a ventilator on
Saturday and able to talk and joke. Literary agent Andrew Wylie cautioned that although
Rushdie’s “condition is headed in the right direction,” his recovery would be a long process.
Rushdie, 75, suffered a damaged liver and severed nerves in an arm and an eye, Mr. Wylie had
previously said, and was likely to lose the injured eye.

“Though his life changing injuries are severe, his usual feisty & defiant sense of humour remains
intact,” Rushdie’s son Zafar Rushdie said in a Sunday statement that stressed the author
remained in critical condition.

The statement on behalf of the family also expressed gratitude for the “audience members who
bravely leapt to his defence,” as well as police, doctors and “the outpouring of love and support
from around the world.”

Suspect pleads not guilty

Hadi Matar, 24, of Fairview, New Jersey, pleaded not guilty Saturday to attempted murder and
assault charges in what a prosecutor called “a targeted, unprovoked, preplanned attack” at the
Chautauqua Institution, a nonprofit education and retreat centre.

The suspect appeared in court wearing a black and white jumpsuit and a white face mask, with
his hands cuffed in front of him.

A judge ordered him held without bail after District Attorney Jason Schmidt told her Matar took
steps to purposely put himself in position to harm Rushdie, getting an advance pass to the event
where the author was speaking and arriving a day early bearing a fake ID.

“This was a targeted, unprovoked, preplanned attack on Mr. Rushdie,” Mr. Schmidt said.

The attack was met with global shock and outrage, along with praise for the man who, for more
than three decades, has weathered death threats and a $3 million bounty on his head for The
Satanic Verses . Rushdie even spent nine years in hiding under a British government protection
program.

Authors, activists and government officials cited Rushdie’s bravery and longtime championing of
free speech in the face of such intimidation. Writer and longtime friend Ian McEwan labeled
Rushdie “an inspirational defender of persecuted writers and journalists”.

“Salman Rushdie — with his insight into humanity, with his unmatched sense for story, with his
refusal to be intimidated or silenced — stands for essential, universal ideals,” U.S. President Joe
Biden said in a Saturday statement. “Truth. Courage. Resilience. The ability to share ideas
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without fear.”
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