
cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.pib.gov.in Date : 2021-08-07

STRENGTHENING OF RURAL HEALTHCARE SERVICES
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

“Public Health and Hospitals” being a state subject, the primary responsibility of strengthening
public healthcare system, including for provision of quality healthcare and advanced treatment
and diagnostic facilities, lies with the respective State Governments.  However, the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare provides technical and financial support is provided to the
States/UTs to strengthen the public healthcare delivery at public healthcare facilities.

Under the National Health Mission (NHM), financial and technical support is provided to
States/UTs to strengthen their health care systems including setting-up/upgrading public health
facilities and augmenting health human resource on contractual basis for provision of equitable,
affordable and quality healthcare with modern treatment methods and diagnostic facilities in the
public healthcare facilities of the Country including rural areas based on requirements posed by
the States in their Programme Implementation Plans (PIPs).

NHM support is also provided for provision of a range of free services related to maternal health,
child health, adolescent health, family planning, universal immunisation programme, and for
major diseases such as Tuberculosis, vector borne diseases like Malaria, Dengue and Kala
Azar, Leprosy etc.

Other major initiatives supported under NHM include Janani Shishu Suraksha Karyakram
(JSSK) (under which free drugs, free diagnostics, free blood and diet, free transport from home
to institution, between facilities in case of a referral and drop back home is provided), Rashtriya
Bal Swasthya Karyakram (RBSK) (which provides newborn and child health screening and
early interventions services free of cost for birth defects, diseases, deficiencies and
developmental delays to improve the quality of survival), implementation of Free Drugs and
Free Diagnostics Service Initiatives, PM National Dialysis Programme and implementation of
National Quality Assurance Framework in all public health facilities including in rural areas.

Mobile Medical Units (MMUs) & Tele-consultation services are also being implemented to
improve access to healthcare particularly in rural areas.

As part of Ayushman Bharat, the Government is supporting the States for transformation of Sub
Health Centres and Primary Health Centres into 1.5 lakh Health and Wellness Centres across
the country by December, 2022 for provision of Comprehensive Primary Health Care (CPHC)
that includes preventive healthcare and health promotion at the community level with
continuum of care approach. Under this programme, CPHC services of an expanded range of
services, that are universal and free to users, with a focus on wellness, are provided, closer to
the community. Further Ayushman Bharat, Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-PMJAY)
provides health coverage up to Rs 5 Lakh per family per year to around 10.74 crore poor and
vulnerable families as per Socio Economic Caste Census (SECC).

Financial support is also provided to States for providing hard area allowance, performance-
based incentives, providing accommodation and transport facilities in rural and remote areas
including tribal areas, sponsoring training programmes, etc to engaged human resources to
address the issue of shortage of doctors and specialists in the public health facilities.

In the 15 years of implementation, the NHM has enabled achievement of the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs) for health. It has also led to significant improvements in maternal,
new-born, and child health indicators, particularly for maternal mortality ratio, infant and under
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five mortality rates, wherein the rates of decline in India are much higher than the global
averages and these declines have accelerated during the period of implementation of NHM. 

Report of NITI Aayog (March 2021), collated the three Studies done on the aspects of
Governance, Human Resources, Financing and Health outcomes and the key findings of the
Report are as follows:

The Minister of State (The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare), Dr. Bharti Pravin Pawar
stated this in a written reply in the Lok Sabha here today.

 

*****

MV

HFW/PQ-Strengthening of Rural HealthCare Services/6thAugust2021/9

 

 

“Public Health and Hospitals” being a state subject, the primary responsibility of strengthening
public healthcare system, including for provision of quality healthcare and advanced treatment
and diagnostic facilities, lies with the respective State Governments.  However, the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare provides technical and financial support is provided to the
States/UTs to strengthen the public healthcare delivery at public healthcare facilities.

Under the National Health Mission (NHM), financial and technical support is provided to
States/UTs to strengthen their health care systems including setting-up/upgrading public health
facilities and augmenting health human resource on contractual basis for provision of equitable,
affordable and quality healthcare with modern treatment methods and diagnostic facilities in the
public healthcare facilities of the Country including rural areas based on requirements posed by
the States in their Programme Implementation Plans (PIPs).

NHM support is also provided for provision of a range of free services related to maternal health,
child health, adolescent health, family planning, universal immunisation programme, and for
major diseases such as Tuberculosis, vector borne diseases like Malaria, Dengue and Kala
Azar, Leprosy etc.

Other major initiatives supported under NHM include Janani Shishu Suraksha Karyakram
(JSSK) (under which free drugs, free diagnostics, free blood and diet, free transport from home
to institution, between facilities in case of a referral and drop back home is provided), Rashtriya
Bal Swasthya Karyakram (RBSK) (which provides newborn and child health screening and
early interventions services free of cost for birth defects, diseases, deficiencies and
developmental delays to improve the quality of survival), implementation of Free Drugs and
Free Diagnostics Service Initiatives, PM National Dialysis Programme and implementation of
National Quality Assurance Framework in all public health facilities including in rural areas.

Mobile Medical Units (MMUs) & Tele-consultation services are also being implemented to
improve access to healthcare particularly in rural areas.

As part of Ayushman Bharat, the Government is supporting the States for transformation of Sub



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m
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