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The prior consent of the Attorney General (AG) of India is not required to suo motu initiate the
inherent contempt powers of the Supreme Court. A three-judge Bench led by Justice Arun
Mishra held that the suo motu contempt powers of the top court is drawn from Article 129 of the
Constitution, which says the Supreme Court, as a court of record, has the power to punish for
contempt of itself.

The Contempt of Court Act of 1971 cannot limit this power of the court. The statute only provides
the procedure in which such contempt is to be initiated. The court explained this in its 108-page
judgment in a suo motu contempt case against advocate Prashant Bhushan for his tweets. The
lawyer was found guilty of contempt on Friday.

“As far as the suo motu petitions are concerned, there is no requirement for taking consent of
anybody, including the Attorney General because the court is exercising its inherent powers to
issue notice for contempt. It is equally well settled, that once the court takes cognisance, the
matter is purely between the court and the contemnor,” the judgment said.

It said the only requirement is that the procedure followed is required to be just and fair and in
accordance with the principles of natural justice.

Subscribe to The Hindu digital to get unlimited access to Today's paper

Already have an account ? Sign in

Start your 14 days free trial. Sign Up

Find mobile-friendly version of articles from the day's newspaper in one easy-to-read list.
Enjoy reading as many articles as you wish without any limitations.

A select list of articles that match your interests and tastes.

Move smoothly between articles as our pages load instantly.

A one-stop-shop for seeing the latest updates, and managing your preferences.

We brief you on the latest and most important developments, three times a day.

*Qur Digital Subscription plans do not currently include the e-paper ,crossword, iPhone, iPad
mobile applications and print. Our plans enhance your reading experience.

You can support quality journalism by turning off ad blocker or purchase a subscription for
unlimited access to The Hindu.

Sign up for a 30 day free trial.

END


https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=todayspaper&utm_medium=32365625&utm_campaign=tp-national&#signin
https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=todayspaper&utm_medium=32365625&utm_campaign=tp-national
https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=adblocker&utm_medium=signin&utm_campaign=adblocker

Downloaded from cracklAS.com

© Zuccess App by cracklAS.com

\
A\
fox



