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CABINET CLEARS RS. 1,600 CR. MISSION TO MAP
COASTS
Relevant for: Environment & Disaster Management | Topic: Disaster and disaster management

Coastal communities will benefit from the project.  

India is set to get more disaster warning systems along its coasts. While it already has a tsunami
warning system in place, the new systems will keep an eye out for “tsunamis and storm surges,”
according to an official release.

The system is part of a programme called O-SMART (Ocean Services, Technology,
Observations, Resources Modelling and Science) that is being piloted by the Union earth
sciences ministry. It was cleared by the Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs on Wednesday,
at an outlay of Rs. 1,623 crore.

O-SMART will provide economic benefits to a number of user communities in the coastal and
ocean sectors, namely, fisheries, offshore industry, coastal States, defence, shipping, ports, etc.

Other key missions under O-SMART include, according to the press release, strengthening of
Ocean Observations and Modelling, strengthening of Ocean Services for fishermen, setting up
marine observatories for monitoring marine pollution, setting up Ocean Thermal Energy
Conversion Plant (OTEC) in Kavaratti, acquiring two coastal research vessels, continuation of
ocean survey and exploration of minerals and living resources, technology development for
Deep Ocean Mining and manned submersibles and the setting up six desalination plants in
Lakshadweep.
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