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PRESIDENT GIVES ASSENT TO CRIMINAL
PROCEDURE BILL
Relevant for: Indian Polity | Topic: Parliament - structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges

and issues arising out of these

President Ram Nath Kovind has given his assent to the Criminal Procedure (Identification) Bill,
which empowers the police to obtain physical and biological samples of convicts and those
accused of crimes.

The Act, which replaces the Identification of Prisoners Act, 1920, was passed by the Lok Sabha
on April 4 and the Rajya Sabha on April 6.

“The following Act of Parliament received the assent of the President on the 18th April, 2022 and
is hereby published for general information:- The Criminal Procedure (Identification) Act, 2022
No.11 of 2022,” a gazette notification issued by the government said.

Apart from providing legal sanction to police to obtain physical and biological samples of
convicts and detainees for investigation in criminal matters, the legislation also empowers a
magistrate to order measurements or photographs of a person to be taken to aid the
investigation of an offence.

In case of acquittal or discharge of the person, all material must be destroyed.

The Act explained the types of data that may be collected, people from whom such data may be
collected and the authority that can authorise such collection.

It also provides for the data to be stored in a central database.
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