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SC SEEKS GOVT. REPLY ON PLEA ON POWS
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The Supreme Court on Wednesday sought the government’s response to a plea made by a
woman whose husband, like many other Army personnel, has been a prisoner in Pakistan since
the 1971 war.

A Bench gave the Centre three weeks to reply to Jasbir Kaur, who argued that, like everyone,
these prisoners of war (POWs) too have their fundamental right to life and dignity.

Ms. Kaur, who is the wife of Major Kanwaljit Singh, said the government should have ideally
gone to the International Court of Justice to secure the prisoners’ release from the “torturous
custody of Pakistan in violation of the Geneva Convention for Treatment of Prisoners of War”.

The plea also sought a direction to the Centre to produce the court of inquiry proceedings, if held
under the mandatory provisions of Army Rules, into the circumstances leading to the capture,
torture and murder of Captain Saurabh Kalia by Pakistan during the Kargil war.
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