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NEW ACT GIVES MORE POWERS TO DELHI L-G
Relevant for: Indian Polity | Topic: Issues and Challenges Pertaining to the Federal Structure, Dispute Redressal

Mechanisms, and the Centre-State Relations

The move comes a day after the Delhi High Court cautioned the Delhi government to put its
“house in order” over the issue of inadequate oxygen supply in the city, adding that the Centre
would be asked to take over if it could not manage the situation.

Coming as the development does in the middle of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Act is expected
to trigger another round of confrontation between the L-G and the Delhi government under the
AAP. The Act defines the responsibilities of the elected government and the L-G along with the
“constitutional scheme of governance of the NCT” interpreted by the Supreme Court in recent
judgements regarding the division of powers between the two entities. It will also seek to ensure
that the L-G is “necessarily granted an opportunity” to exercise powers entrusted to him under
proviso to clause (4) of Article 239AA of the Constitution.

This particular clause provides for a Council of Ministers headed by a Chief Minister for the NCT
to “aid and advise the Lieutenant Governor” in the exercise of his functions for matters in which
the Legislative Assembly has the power to make laws.

It will also provide for rules made by the Legislative Assembly of Delhi to be “consistent with the
rules of the House of the People” or the Lok Sabha.
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