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China on Tuesday defended its naming of 80 islands and other geographical features in the
South China Sea in a move likely to anger neighbours as the country asserts its territorial
claims.

A joint announcement of the names on Sunday from the Ministry of Natural Resources and the
Ministry of Civil Affairs came a day after China established new administrative districts for the
contested Spratly and Paracel island chains.

The notice listed the Chinese names and coordinates of 80 islands, reefs, seamounts, shoals
and ridges, 55 of them submerged in water.

Vietnam claimed the move “seriously violated” its territorial sovereignty.
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