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AFGHAN ‘GRAND ASSEMBLY’ BEGINS
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on India's interests

Thousands of politicians and officials from across Afghanistan gathered amid tight security in
Kabul on Monday to discuss the war and U.S. efforts to forge a peace deal with the Taliban.

More than 3,000 people have been invited to the rare “loya jirga”, which is being billed as the
largest in modern Afghan history, in a bid to set possible conditions under which they might
accept a peace settlement.

The loya jirga — literally “grand assembly” in Pashto — is being held as the U.S. and Taliban
are discussing a possible foreign troop withdrawal from Afghanistan in exchange for a
permanent ceasefire and various Taliban pledges.

“We want to specify the main lines for the negotiations with the Taliban,” Mr. Ghani said at the
start of the summit. “We want clear advice from all of you.”

Mr. Ghani’s government hopes the high-stakes meeting will set out Kabul’s conditions for any
deal, including the continuation of the Constitution and the protection of women’s rights, the
media, and free speech. Mr. Ghani had invited the Taliban but the insurgents refused. Much of
Kabul was locked down on Monday, with a week-long public holiday declared for the duration of
the four-day event.

Streets across the capital were closed and hilly overlooks blocked. In the past, the Taliban have
blasted rockets at a tent hosting a loya jirga. In a statement, the Taliban vowed that any
decisions or resolutions made at a loya jirga are “never acceptable to the real and devout sons
of this homeland”.
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